
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT PLAN: FRENCH 

LEARNING GOAL #1 

Students will demonstrate advanced proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing in the French language, measured by advanced coursework, the presentation 
and written components of the Qualifying Paper, and the written portion and oral 
defense of the candidacy exams.  
 

RUBRIC FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDENT ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING GOAL #1: 

 
Exceeds 
Expectations 

Meets 
Expectations 

Meets Some 
Expectations 

Does not 
Meet 
Expectations 

N/A* 

The student 
demonstrates 
advanced proficiency 
in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing in 
French in advanced 
coursework. 

     

The student 
demonstrates 
advanced proficiency 
in listening and 
speaking in French as 
measured by the oral 
presentation of the 
Qualifying Paper. 

     

The student 
demonstrates 
advanced proficiency 
in reading and writing 
in French as measured 
by the written portion 
of the Qualifying 
Paper. 

     

The student 
demonstrates 
advanced proficiency 
in listening and 

     



speaking in French as 
measured by the oral 
defense of the 
candidacy exams. 

The student 
demonstrates 
advanced proficiency 
in reading and writing 
in French as measured 
by the written portion 
of the candidacy 
exams. 

     

* The Qualifying Paper (both the written component and oral presentation) may be in either French or 
English. For those who do this paper in English, this category would not be applicable. 

 

RUBRIC FOR PROGRAM ASSESSMENT/REPORTING OF LEARNING GOAL #1: 

Data is based on a two-year 
cycle of graduating doctoral 
students 

% of 
students 
exceeding 
expectations 

% of 
students 
meeting 
expectations 

% of students 
meeting some 
expectations 

% of students 
not meeting 
expectations 

Students demonstrate advanced 
proficiency in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing in French in 
advanced coursework. 

    

Students demonstrate advanced 
proficiency in listening and 
speaking in French as measured 
by the oral presentation of the 
Qualifying Paper. 

    

Students demonstrate advanced 
proficiency in reading and 
writing in French as measured by 
the written portion of the 
Qualifying Paper. 

    



Students demonstrate advanced 
proficiency in listening and 
speaking in French as measured 
by the oral defense of the 
candidacy exams. 

    

Students demonstrate advanced 
proficiency in reading and 
writing in French as measured by 
the written portion of the 
candidacy exams. 

    

 

USE OF RUBRIC:  The individual student assessment rubric will be distributed to students during their first 
semester and will be used by faculty at the end of each year of the program to evaluate student 
performance in the areas of speaking, listening, reading, and writing proficiency in French (i.e., Learning 
Goal #1). The program reporting rubric will be used every two years to assess whether the French 
graduate program is meeting Learning Goal #1. Because our graduate program is so small with only 1-3 
graduates a year, reporting data on a two-year cycle seems more useful.  

CRITERION:  At the end of a two-year cycle, our program expects 100% of our students to meet 
expectations and at least 50% of our students to exceed expectations for Learning Goal #1. 

USE OF DATA:  During students’ annual review meeting with their advisors at the end of each year, the 
results of the individual student rubric will be discussed with the student. If areas of improvement are 
needed, the advisor will offer suggestions on how the student can improve his/her proficiency in French in 
one or more of the four areas (speaking, listening, reading, writing). For example, students may be asked 
to take an advanced grammar class, attend writing workshops or go abroad. As for the program goal, the 
Graduate Studies Committee will examine the program data at the end of every two years (or two classes 
of graduating doctoral candidates).  If the data do not meet our criteria, we will try to identify where we 
may be falling short and try to come up with ways to help more students meet the goal. We may also need 
to reevaluate our admissions criteria to ensure we are admitting students with a strong enough base in 
French language skills to allow us to meet our goal.  

 


